It was announced at the annual meeting of the Gloucester District Nursing Society that the Board of Guardians had proved their satisfaction with the work done amongst the sick poor by the nurses for they had doubled their subscription to the society. A Home for the nurses is urgently required, and will doubtless ere long be secured for them.
A WISE STEP.
The
Local Government Board is powerfully advocating the efficient nursing of the sick poor in all parts of the country. The employment of outdoor nurses by Boards of Guardians is surely a particularly useful scheme, and we find that the Local Government Board is authorising the appointment of these special district nurses. The scheme is certainly humane and economical, and should be widely adopted. PROPOSED So the nurse must recognise in the medical man her scientific chief, and it is only by assuming this view of her position that she will thoroughly understand the importance of the duties she has undertaken, and comprehend the necessity of that rigid discipline that should not be second even to that of the soldier, for in the warfare with.disease so on the battle-field, it must ever be remembered that it is the lives of human beings that are entailed.
A sense of duty, an absolute obedience to orders, a thorough comprehension of these orders, are the fundamental principles of nursing. I cannot insist too strongly on the last point; there is a tendency among beginners to think they have understood, and a kind of fear that their intellectual reputation will suffer by seeking information or by causing directions to be repeated. It is an error. A nurse will never be blamed because she does not understand ; but she will be blamed later on because she has not understood. If the defendants will make a proper apology, to be sufficiently published, and pay the costs of these proceedings, the proceedings will be terminated. We have offered that already, and if they refuse that I must ask your Lordships to allow this case to be tried in a proper way.
Mr. Justice Bruce : Published in the nursing papers. Mr. Finlay : In the Times and in the nursing papers, and in Indian and Colonial papers, because it is specially in Indian and Colonial papers that this was intended to operate. There is a large amount of business and a large amount of commission coming from ithe colonies and from India, and this statement of the defendants was intended to operate upon that. All that we shall ask is that it should be published in such a form as to counteract the mischief that the original publication was intended to do.
Mr. Justice Wright : We have power, I think, to attach any terms to the leave to withdraw the defence. Any condition that the Judge ought to impose can be imposed here, I suppose, or calculations, and we are perfectly willing to consent to judgment, together with an injunction, and to pay the costs of the action?not of these summonses and proceedings, but of the action?and also to pay costs of an advertisement to that effect in the Times and one other paper ; but as to India and the Colonies in the present day, when the Empire is so very great, I think it would be a very severe thing to ask us to pay for advertisements all the world over.
Mr. Finlay : I am sorry to say that I cannot accept my friend's statement that it was a bond fide mistake. If the case was tried it would appear that it was nothing of the kind; it was inserted with knowledge and for a purpose. But as regards the advertisement I will say this. I mentioned Colonial papers because it was suggested to me. We are prepared to stand by the offer that we made in our letter of November 24th, which, I see, does not mentiou Colonial papers. It says that we offer to discontinue on their paying the costs, if they will withdraw the statement complained of, by an advertisement, the terms to be settled, such advertisement to be inserted twice in the Times, Lancet, British Medical Journal, Hospital, and the Nursing Record. I do not think there can be any objection to that.
Mr. Justice Wright: I suppose there is no objection ?io the plaintiffs advertising at their own expense in any papers they like.
Mr. Lynden Bell : Exactly. We were willing to advertise in the Times and one technical journal.
Mr. 
